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The history of the Inter-American Committee on Mathematics Education started some
thirty-five years ago. The First Inter-American Conference on Mathematics Education (I
IACME) was held at Bogota, Colombia, from December 4 to 9, 1961 and was attended by
mathematicians and mathematics educators from twenty-three countries of the Western
Hemisphere. The International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI) and the
Organization of American States sponsored this conference. Prof. Marshall Stone chaired
the Organizing Committee.

It was during the I IACME that the Inter-American Committee on Mathematics
Education was created. Since 1961, thanks to the courage and dedication of many
mathematics educators and mathematicians from North and South America, eight other
Inter-American Conferences on Mathematics Education have been organized: Lima, Peru
(1966), Bahia Blanca, Argentina (1972), Caracas, Venezuela (1975), Campinas, Brazil
(1979), Guadalajara, Mexico (1985), Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic (1987), Miami,
Florida, USA (1991), and Santiago, Chile (1995).

This publication was conceived not only as a tribute to the mathematics educators and
mathematicians who have kept these conferences alive, but, also, as a reference for
present and future plans, for as stated by the Spanish philosopher George Santayana:
"Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it".

Many mathematics educators and mathematicians have made this publication possible.
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a) Professors Angel Ruiz and Hugo Barrantes, Universidad de Costa Rica, who accepted
the challenge to write the History of the Inter-American Committee on Mathematics
Education.

b) Professors Ubiratan D'Ambrosio and Claude Gaulin who continually offered valuable
suggestions and support.

c) Professor Patrick Scott who assumed the responsibility to translate into English the
original Spanish Version.

d) Professor Edward Jacobsen who revised the English translation and provided a
complete set of the UNESCO series "Mathematics Education in the Americas"”.

e) The Executive Committee of ICMI who partially funded this project.

f) Professor Laura Armesto, Dean, School of Arts and Sciences, and Professor Pedro
Suérez, S.J., Chair of the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science, Barry
University, who gave valuable support in the different stages of this project.

g) Mr. Alberto Fernéndez Fernandez who helped with the final computer version of this
publication.

h) Professor Paul J. Villemure, O.P., who made the final revision of the English
translation.



i) The Academia Colombiana de Ciencias Exactas, Fisicas y Naturales who agreed to
include the printed version in its Series “Enrique Pérez Arbelaez”.

To all, thanks for all your work and for helping to bring this project to completion.
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